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COAG’s Last Chance to Fix Homelessness and Housing
The COAG meeting on November 28 & 29 is the last chance to rebuild Australia’s housing system according to National Shelter Chairman Adrian Pisarski.

“When Kevin Rudd was elected, his first commitment was to solve homelessness. This cannot be achieved without putting back funds to rebuild public and community housing and develop proper pathways out of homelessness,” Mr Pisarski said.

He went further saying, “Funds must be made available for more direct provision of housing and building a housing system that genuinely helps the million Australians in housing stress, not just to prop up the market. “

“Building public and community housing stocks is a more reliable economic stimulus than hoping potential home owners will take up a grant when we all fear a housing correction,” Mr Pisarski added.

 “COAG should concentrate on re-building public housing to ease the housing crisis, help the homeless and address the continuum of needs we face in developing a new National Affordable Housing Agreement,” said Mr Pisarski.

“We have been disappointed by the secretive nature of negotiations and are frustrated that Government may abandon earlier commitments to put back the $3.5b stripped from public housing by the Howard Government,” he added.

National Shelter is concerned that calls to extend the tripling of the First Home Owners Scheme could rob the most vulnerable of a housing future.
“People on pensions, low and fixed incomes have struggled for years as rents and other costs soared, now is the time for their struggle to be rewarded. If we can bail out bankers we should not ignore the most vulnerable.” Mr Pisarski concluded.
National Shelter has called for :

1. A Growth Target to be established involving an increase in the stock of public and non-profit housing by 30,000 additional dwellings by 2012.

2. An Affordable Housing Growth Fund should be established with funding of $7.5 billion over 4 years strictly ear-marked for expanding the stock of public and non-profit housing, contributed on a proportional matching basis by the Commonwealth and the States/Territories.

3. An Operating Subsidy Program should be established, with funding of $3.5 billion over four years provided by the Commonwealth. 

4. These funding arrangements will require approximately $5 billion above funding currently provided by the Commonwealth and State/Territory Governments through the Commonwealth State Housing Agreement (CSHA). 

5. New stock should meet standards relating to dwelling quality, disability accessibility and energy efficiency.

Further comment: Mr. Adrian Pisarski : 0417 975 270

