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Media Release

16th September 2008
Lack of Public Housing decreases Brisbane affordability
Queensland Shelter, the peak body for housing affordability in Queensland considers a severe lack of public housing in South East Queensland to be a major cause for skyrocketing rental prices and increasing levels of homelessness, and has led to a national campaign ending in a National Advocacy Day on September 24th. 

Data which has been released by the Residential Tenancies Authority demonstrate massive inflation in rental prices between June 2006 and June 2008, exacerbating the issues of housing affordability and homelessness. 

Brisbane’s average increase in rent for a two bedroom dwelling was 30.8% within the last 2 years. The height of this increase was experienced in Brisbane’s Inner North West with rents rising by 38% within the two year period; the majority of which (30.2%) occurred between July 2007 and June 2008. 
Executive Officer of Queensland Shelter, Adrian Pisarski, said that these figures are synonymous with a lack of public housing.

“It is not commonly recognised, but public housing is the driving force of the housing industry, and despite the decade of neglect from the Liberal Government, the Rudd government has not yet done anything to improve the crisis,” Mr Pisarski said. 

Mr Pisarski continued to point out that Queensland’s public housing stock levels are the lowest in the country, currently standing at 3.5% in comparison to the national average of 5%.

“Queensland’s stock of Public Housing needs an urgent boost from the Rudd Government to match funding already committed by the State government.

“Improving the state of housing requires a combined state and federal approach to creating a long term housing system.  We are not looking for short term solutions, that won’t achieve anything,” he said. 

Mr Pisarski also made reference a recent report released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics last week, which demonstrated that Australian families are feeling housing pressure the most. 

“According to the report, there was an increase of 16.8% in the number of families with children that are experiencing homelessness.
“The average median rent for a 2 bedroom unit in Brisbane is $340 per week with the highest median rent during June 2008 being $420 in Brisbane’s Inner City.  Those prices are simply unaffordable for families on a fixed income,” he said. 
Queensland Shelter along with fifty other organisations from around the country will take part in a month long campaign to place pressure on the federal government for an increase in Public Housing resources.
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